
 

 

Communities and Families Directorate 

Level 2.6 Waverley Court, 4 East Market Street, Edinburgh EH8 8BG 

Tel 0131 529 2217 Email andy.gray@edinburgh.gov.uk 

 Date
  

05 March 2021 

Your ref  

Our ref RC.L.21 

 Dear Parent or Carer, 

 

NEW NURSERY OPENING DELAYED 

I am writing to advise you that the opening of the new nursery being built at your school 

will be delayed.   

The Scottish Government has confirmed that the Covid pandemic has delayed the 

increase from 600 hours to 1140 hours of funded childcare for all 3-5-year olds and 

eligible 2 year olds until August 2021.  However, in Edinburgh we are well prepared for 

this change with 72 local authority and 96 partner provider early years settings already 

offering 1140 hours. 

We had hoped to open the new nursery at your school in August 2021.  However, as you 

will be aware, the previous contractor, Central Building Contractors (CBC) went into 

receivership due to the Covid-19 pandemic.  We have been working to secure a new 

contractor but need to take more time to make sure that we will get the best value we can 

from the contractor appointed to complete the nursery.   

We will now be aiming to open the new nursery in early 2022. 

Although this change will reduce the number of places we will be able to provide at your 

primary school, the local authority will meet its legislative duty to provide 1140 hours 

of Early Learning and Childcare to all eligible children within the city from August 

2021.  However, we cannot guarantee your preferred choice of placement.  Although we 

would always try to accommodate parental requests, in some situations this may mean 

travelling to secure a preferred nursery place.   

Over the past few months Robertson Construction have been working to make the new 

nursery building wind and watertight.  Robertson Construction have now completed this 

work and will leave the site.  Be assured that the Council will secure the construction site 

until the contractor appointed to complete the new nursery is in place. 
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If you do have any concerns about any aspect of the project, please contact 

earlyyears@edinburgh.gov.uk 

 

Yours sincerely   
  

  

   

Andy Gray  
Head of Schools and Lifelong Learning  
Chief Education Officer  
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